
SAFETY OBSERVATION REPORT 
Observers: 
P. Bond, B. Johnson, E. Lessard, M. Zarcone 

Date: 
5/23/07 

Duration: 
1 Hr. 

Instrumentation Division  

Observation 
Categories 

Observation Questions: 

POS In risky position relative to task?   Exposed to risks of temperature/electricity/gas/chemicals/radiation? 
Protection OK? 

ERG Risks from: posture, repetitive motion, load, vibration, temperature, lighting, noise, work flow? 
 

PPE Correct PPE?     In safe condition?   
All parts of the body properly protected? 

T&E Is tool, equipment or facility right for the job? In safe condition?   
Used correctly? 

PRO Is there a standard procedure?   Is procedure adequate?  Up to date?  Understood? Followed? 
ORD Is workplace orderly?    Adequate space?   

Is there a place for all materials and equipment? All in its place? 
ASF No unsafe acts or conditions identified 

 
Work Area or 
Location 

Number of 
Contacts 

Description of unsafe acts  Observation 
Category 

Follow-up Action  Person 
Responsible 

By Date 

Building 535 4 No unsafe acts witnessed. 
 

1. Infrastructure needs improvement 
– particularly the fire alarm panel 
was sounding in the main entrance 
area. FD arrived and said it 
happens all the time due to old 
wiring. 

 
2. Clean room plastic – Is it 

flammable? 
 
3. Interlock testing for PC board 

precision drilling machine 
equipment with interlocks; 
required if interlocks are used for 
personnel protection. 

 
4. ‘Not an exit’ sign needed where 

doorway is blocked by equipment. 
 
5. Check on calibration requirements 

for equipment. Some of the 
equipment has stickers indicating 
an overdue status.  
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Identify funding through 
ADS or other method to 
replace failing equipment 
 
 
 
 
Get original documentation 
– if flammable, replace 
 
Check subject area or call 
SME for determination 
 
 
 
 
Put up sign. 
 
 
Calibration requirements 
should be established and 
documented. Old stickers 
should be removed from 
equipment – replaced if 
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6. Ceiling tiles falling down in 

hallway and library 
 
 
7. Check noise levels in clean room; 

prolonged exposure should be 
assessed for hearing protection. 

 
8. Cannot hear fire alarm in basement 

and other parts of the building. 
 
9.  Unused cables in chemical tank 

room with exposed ends. 
 
 
10. Chemicals stacked in secondary 

containment tray in chemical tank 
room. 

 
11. Sidewalks requested for 

Technology Street.  Pedestrians at 
risk (second leading cause of 
accidental death in US).  Risk is 
compounded by SUVs parking 
along Technology Street.  

 
12. Traffic safety concern – no 

visibility when exiting Technology 
Street due to parked cars. 

 
 
Positive: Workers were very aware of 
hazards in their area, had proper PPE, 
and maintained good control over their 
space.  Discussions we had showed they 
brought safety concerns to their 
management when appropriate, were 
aware of compliance issues, had well 
developed procedures for their work. 
Space was generally clean and in good 
order. 
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calibration required. 
 
Repair during ‘Team 
Maintenance’  or with 
regular funds 
 
Contact Cheryl Burns for 
noise assessment. 
 
 
Identify funding through 
ADS or other method. 
 
Remove (or disconnect at 
both ends) unused cables 
in chemical tank room. 

 
Un-stack chemicals. 

 
 
 
Contact PE to include 
sidewalks in their major 
improvement projects. 
 
 
 
 
Send issue to Jack 
Ellerkamp formally 
requesting a review by the 
Traffic Safety Committee. 
Cc Jim Tarpinian and Peter 
Bond 
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A. Kandasamy 
 
 

COMMENT: As of 6/5/07 when this report was finalized, #12 had been completed. Corner of Technology street now does not permit parking. 

 


