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3.14 Operation of the THORN Fire Alarm Computer at Console MCR_2 
 
1. Purpose 

 
To provide instructions to the Main Control Room (MCR) Operators in the use of the Fire 
Alarm Display located at MCR_2. 

 
2. Responsibilities 
 

 2.1 MCR Operators are responsible for the execution of this procedure. 
 
3. Prerequisites 
 
 3.1 Changes of state reported to the System 1000 by remote panels will cause a steady 

or pulsing, audible alarm depending on the type of alarm occurring. 
 
4. Precautions 
 
 None 
 
5. Procedure 
 

5.1 Log in to the Fire Alarm computer: 
 

5.1.1 Enter the “4” when prompted for a password in the top upper left of the 
display terminal. 
 

5.1.2 Depress the ENTER key on the keypad to complete login. 
 

5.2 When an audible alarm sounds: 

 

Note 2: 
Section 4 of the colorgraphics screen will display the quantity of the alarms present, 
the alarm type present, the building number where the alarm has occurred, and the 

area number of that building. 

Note 1: 
A steady alarm indicates an alarm state or computer failure.   

An intermittent alarm indicates reset. 
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Note 3: 
The colorgraphics screen accommodates a maximum of 36 alarm statements 
simultaneously.  If more than 36 alarms exist at one time, the system will create a 
second page of hidden alarms.  The second page of alarms is accessed by pressing 
the [#] key and then the [ENTER] key on the keypad.  If there are more than 36 
alarms then the difference between the number of alarms and 36 will be displayed 
next to HDN. ( See Figure 1 item ) 

Note 4: 
The Fire/Rescue Group monitors the Operations and Communication link to the 

remote display in the MCR. Coordinate any power shutdown or work on the 
system with Fire/Rescue. 

 

 
5.2.1 Identify the type and location of the alarm by examining section 4 of the 

display terminal.  See Figure (1) for description of display terminal fields. 
 

5.2.2 Acknowledge the alarm by depressing the ACK button on the keypad. 
 

5.2.3 If trouble or a computer failure is indicated, call Fire Rescue at Ext.  2350 
and report observations. 

 
5.3 View details of alarm. 

 
5.3.1 Depress the AREA button on the keypad. 
5.3.2 Enter the area number from section 4 of the display screen. 
5.3.3 Depress the ENTER  button. 

 
5.4 When instructed by O.C., contact the Fire Rescue Group using Ext. 2222 to 

determine the validity of the alarm. 
 

5.5 Refer to C-A-OPM 3.0 “Local Emergency Plan For C-A Department”for further 
instructions regarding emergency response. 

 
6. Documentation 
 
 6.1 Record the event in the O.C. log book as soon as it is practical to do so. 
 
7. References 
 
 7.1 C-A-OPM 3.0, “Local Emergency Plan for the C-A Department". 
 
8. Attachments 
 
 8.1 Figure 1 - Colorgraphic Screen Monitor Format 
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1 . In p ut  S e c t io n :     If E N T E R  PA SS W O R D  a p p e a rs  in  th is  a re a , E n te r  P a ssw o rd  to
c o n tin u e . T h is se c t io n  w il l a ls o  “e c h o ”  th e  o p era to rs  a c t io n s.   I f y o u  a re  in  th e  A rea
D isp la y  F ie ld ,  th is  se c tio n  w i ll  rea d  A R E A .

2 . D a te  a n d  T im e  F ie ld .

3 . A la r m  C o u n t:    T e l ls  h o w  m a n y  A c k n o w le d g e d  a n d  U n a c k n o w le d g e d  a la rm s
e x ist s.

4 . A la r m  L ist :    S h o w s a la rm  ty p e, b u i ld in g  n u m b e r ,  a n d  a re a  n u m b e r.

5 . M e n u  S e lec t io n s :  1 6  o p t io n a l m e n u  i te m s u s e d  to  m a k e  in fo rm a t io n  re q u e s ts o r  to
se n d  c o m m an d s to  th e  re m o te  p a n e ls .

6 . P ic tur e  D isp la y  S ec t io n :  O v e ra l l fa c i li ty  s i te  p la n , a re a  d e sig n a t io n s,  d e ta i le d  z o n e
p la n s,  a n d  leg en d  p a g e  e x p la in in g  sy m b o ls a n d  s u p p o rt in g  d ia g ra m s.  T h e se
p ic tu res  m a y  c o n ta in  a c t iv e  a la rm  sy m b o ls  fo r  p o in ts b e in g  m o n ito re d .

7 . M e s sa g e  D isp la y  S e ct io n :  D isp la y s A la rm  M es sa g e s.   M e ssa g e  w i ll  g iv e  th e
b u ild in g  n u m b e r,  b r ie fly d e s c rib e  a n d  g iv e  th e  b u ild in g  a d d re ss .
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